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Continuation of Speeches at the late Meeting of the Britisk 
and Foreign Bible Society. 


Lorp TEIGNMOUTH, in acknowledging the vote of thanks to the Presidenty 

spoke as follows : 
** Gentlemen, 

** In rising to make my acknowledgments for the honour which you have 
conferred on me, by your resolution of thanks for my services, I cannot but 
express my gratitude for the mercies of a kind Providence, in permitting me 
once more to attend the Anniversary of our Institution, and to rejoice will 
the Members of it, on the accumulated proofs which have this day been laid 
before them, of the good which it has done, and is doing in'the world. The 
British and Foreign Bible Society has now existed twelve years, and every 
succéeding year has imposed new claims on our gratitude and thanksgiving 
to Almighty God for the favour with which he has prospered the work of our 
hands. 

‘*¢ When I look back to the circumstances which led to the formation of our 
Society, and to the period in which it took place—when | consider the impulse 
which it has imparted to the Christian world, and the counteraction which it 
has excited to the spirit of irreligion and infidelity, I cannot but see in our 
Society an instrument designed by Providence for great and benevolent ends. 
Let it be remembered, that the want of the Scriptures in a particular district 
of our Island, itself but a speck on the surface of the globe, has proved the 
cause of circulating them in every quarter of it; not only of supplying the spi- 
ritual wants of our Christian brethren in the remotest corners of the earth, but 
of communicating the records which contain the glad tidings of a Redeemer 
to nations where his name was unadered and unknown. 

** To discover a spot on which Christians of all denominations might meet 
in friendly communion, to devise a labour of love in which all might cordially 
aad conscientiously co-operate, seemed an attempt exceeding the combined 
powers of human ingenuity and benevolence. ‘This, however, has been ac- 
complished by the instrumentality of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
which has itself become the centre of that beautiful union of the divided 
Members of the Christian Community, now, for the first time, exhibited to the 
world. We see, as it were, the very soul of Charity, embodied in the form 
and substance of our Institution, diffusing a vifal warmth, subduing preju- 
dice, expanding the affections, and animating the Members of it with love to 
God and man. ‘God grant,” says the pious and venerable Head of the 
Zurich Clergy, and I wish to adopt the spirit of his prayer,—*‘ God grant that 
this new union among so many lovers of Christian truth, may daily take deep- 
er root, in order that it may administer largely to the growth of that holy and 
venerable Church, which our gracious Saviour has reserved to be built up for 
himself in these last days, thereby fulfilling his own declaration, * There shail 
be one fold and one Shepherd.” What a magnificent and sublime, spectacle 
is even now presented to us in the contemplation of the numerous Bible So- 
cieties spread over the face of the earth, animated by one spirit, and operating 
by the same means to the same benevelent end! What an opening for the 
most glorious hope! What an excitement to active and emulous exertion, 
are afforded by the contemplation! But our hope and gratification would 
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be more enlarged, if we could bring before us, in a visible form, the effects 
produced by the charitable labours of these Associations ; if we could collect 
into one view the numerous instances in which the Scriptures distributed by 
them have proved the source of consolation, hope, and joy, to the poor, the 
desolate, and the afflicted; of reclaiming the vicious, of edifying the well- 
disposed, and of kindling the flames of charity, piety, and devotion, in the hu- 
man breast: of this we are assured, that the comfort of individuals in this 
life, as arising out of the hope of a gloriots immortality, the peace, order, 
and happiness of society, will ever be in proportion to the influence of that 
Holy Book which we circulate and recommend, on the hearts and lives of 
mankind It is sufficient for us to know that we have laboured to promote 
these blessed results, and we may, with humble contidence, leave to Him, 
whose grace descends as the: dew, the growth and increase of the seed of the 
word which we have so abundantly sown. In this confidence, I trust that the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, which will ever be deemed the glory of 
this Kingdom, will also prove a main Pillar of its lasting prosperity. 

“* With these sentiments, | need not assure the Meeting that I am equally 
sensible of the honour which I| derive from my station in the Society, and of 
the responsibility attached to it. It has ever been my anxious wish, in re- 
liance on His aid, whose providence often deigns to accomplish the greatest 
purposes by weak instruments, to discharge the duties of that station in a 
mode proportionate to my sense of their importance, and to merit your ap- 
probation. For the unanimous expression of it, 1 beg leave to offer my cor- 
dial thanks.” , 

The Hon. CHARLES SHorE, (eldest son of the President,) moved the 
Thanks to the Vice-Presidents, in the following terms: 

** In rising to move a resolution, | am sensible that I ought to apologize for 
offering myself to the notice of so respectable an assembly, and hope that ! 
shall obtain credit for that diffidence which I really feel on the occasion. 1 
rejoice, however, at the opportunity now afforded me, of giving my public 
testimony in favour of an Institution, which, from my earliest years, I have 
been taught to consider as one of the most useful ever devised: an Institution 
founded on the true basis of Christian charity, combining the rich and the 
poor, the mighty and the weak, and directing their zeal and energies to one 
object, and that object the circulation of the Scriptures : an Institution which-I 
have particularly learned to venerate, from the example of one to whom I am 
bound by affection and respect. ' 

** T could willingly expatiate on the ample field which the British and For- 
eign Bible Society opens to my view; but I feel that in so doing, I should be 
trespassing on the time of the Meeting, and attempting to display that which 
has been already so ably and gloriously exhibited in your Committee’s Re- 
port, and by those Gentlemen whom I have the honour to succeed. I shall, 
therefore, confine myself exclusively to the motion which I hold in my hand ; 
a motion of thanks to the Vice-Presidents of this Society ; a motion which is 
not merely a formal one, as the leaders of this Society are not merely nominal 
leaders. For they have not tontented themselves with conferring on the So- 
ciety the benefit of that influence which their names and authority might com- 
mand, but they have also mingled in the ranks, and contributed their indivi- 
dual exertions to the work. Some of those distinguished persons, (and I may 
be permitted to allude directly to the Right Honourable Gentleman who has 
just left the room*,) have devoted the respite afforded them from their multi- 
plied engagements and Parliamentary labours, to prove their zealous attach- 
ment to the object of the Institution. Such services in such 2 cause have theit 
own reward; a reward, which may indeed be deemed superior to any which 
human praises can bestow. But still it must be acknowledged, that the ho- 
nourable testimony of so large and respectable an assembly, echoed by that 
of similar Societies from all parts of this kingdom, and I might say, from the 
four quarters of the globe, is a reward in value second only to the approbation 
of their conscience.” 


* The Right Hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
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The Rev. W. Rosy, (Independent Minister,) of Manchester having been 
¢uddenly called upon, in the absence of the Gentleman who was charged with 
this oifice, seconded the Motion, with a few neat and feeling remarks on the 
pledge which the conduct of the preceding Speaker had given, of his treading 
in the steps of his illustrious Father. 

The Bisnop or CLoGHER moved Thanks to their Royal Highnesses the 
Dukes of York, Kent, CUMBERLAND, Sussex, and CAMBRIDGE, and to 
his Highness the Duke of GLoucEsTERr, for the patronage given to the object 
of the Institution. 


Luke Howarp, Esq. (of the Society of Friends,) in seconding the Motion, 
observed, 

** The object of the Motion which I have to second, and which the Meeting 
has just heard read, appears to me to convey the testimony of our approba- 
tion of the conduct of the Royal Personages to whom it relates, in giving this 
direction to the influence of their rank and talents; a direction in which that 
influence may be used, certainly without prejudice to their duties and stations 
in civil government, and, probably, in all their voluntary useful modes of ap- 
plying it, with the most extensive and lasting benefit to their fellow-men. I 
therefore highly prize such patronage and assistance, and desire its continu- 
ance, nay its extension. Who knows but the day may come, when to the 
mottos already attached to our cause, we may see added that which usually 
accompanies the crest of feathers, so conspicuous among the decorations of 
this Hall, and which signifies, ‘I serve ?? For to whose service do we invite ? 
To His, whom to serve is the highest dignity that man can hope to arrive at! 

“‘T shall detain the Meeting further, only to profess, in unpremeditated 
terms, my continued, firm, and principled attachment to the British and For- 
eign Bible Society, which is attended with, I trust, an increasing degree of 
Christian good will and respect towards the Members of its Committee with 
whom I act, and its Patrons ; towards those who labour and those who pre- 
side.” 

This Resolution was acknowledged, for himself and his Royal Brothers, by 
His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, who, in a dignified and impressive 
manner, declared his attachment to the cause and his determination to perse- 
vere in supporting it. 

The Rev. Jabez BuntinG, (Minister in the Methodist: Connexion,) in 
seconding the motion of thanks to the Secretaries, rendered acknowledgments 
to those distinguished individuals who have from the commencement laboured 
in the service of the Society ; and remarked, 

“* My Lord, on the general subject of the British and Foreign Bible Society 
it becomes me to say but little in such a place as this. If, however, I may 
presume to occupy a few minutes longer, I will take the liberty of remarking, 
that, as the Bible which we circulate, reveals, among other truths of eternal 
interest, the important and consolatory doctrine of Gop’s Proevidential Govern- 
ment of the world, so the history of its own existence, as a collection of Divine 
Records, and of the means which have been employed, from age to age, in or- 
der to secure its preservation, to maintain its authorjty, and to augment its in- 
fluence, will be found, I think, to furnish’ some of the most striking practical 
illustrations of that doctrine. That gracious Being, in whose hands are the 
times and the seasons, has always taken care, that by suitable arrangements 
of his providence, special means and facilities should be afforded for the know- 
ledce of the Scriptures, at those periods when error and infidelity were mak- 
ing their most daring and presumptuous efforts. Permit me to remind your 
Lordship and the Meeting of several instances which exemplify this fact. 

‘* The first to which I shall advert, has been recently pointed out by one of 
the most valuable foreign agents of the Bible Society, the learned Dr. Marsh- 
man, of the Baptist Mission at Serampore, in the Dissertation prefixed to his 
Elements of Chinese Grammar. After showing that four men, whose doctrines 
at one time filled the Asiatic and European world, (filled it, alas! im many 
respects with fatal errors,) namely, Pythagoras, Confucius, Veda-Vyasa, 0! 
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fndia, and Boodhu, flourished within a few years of each other, he adds 
the following observation: * And the friend of mankind will recollect with gra- 
titude, that at the same time, Ezra, a ready scribe in the law of the God of 
heaven, was raised up to collect that Sacred Volume, the first line of which, 
In the beginning God CREATED the heavens and the eavth, saps the foundation 
of all those hypotheses which confoand the Creater with the creature ; and the 
doctrines of which, when diffused throughout the world, will dispel the delu- 
— of all other systems, as the rising sun dispels the mists which cover the 
earth. 

‘¢ The last instance of seasonable proyidential interference, in behalf of the 
Holy Scriptures, on which I shall remark, is none other than the establishment 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society itself; a Society which commenced 
its operations, I believe, by scattering ‘ an handful of corn on the tops of the 
mountains of the Principality of Wales, but the fruit of whose charity and zeal 
now § shakes like Lebanon,’ and is rapidly filling the earth. I think that no 
man, who candidly considers the immensity of good already effected by it, at 
home and abroad, and the vast and stupendous apparatus of means which if 
has constructed, and is constructing, for accomplishing the universal transla- 
tion and diffusion of the Sacred Volume, can hesitate to ascribe the origina- 
tion of such a Society to the agency of Him from whom ‘cometh every good 
and every perfect gift,’ and without whom, to use the admirable expression of 
our National Liturgy, ‘ nothing is strong, nothing is holy.» And that this In- 
stitution shouid have been founded at such a time, is a circumstance which 
— tends to confirm the opinion. It was established, your Lordship 

nows, at a period which might, with too much justice, be characterized, not 
as the Age of Reason, but as the Age of Infidelity. A grave and systematic 
attack had been made on the authority and influence of the Bible. Many had 
imbibed the — of skepticism ; and the existing political authorities in 
one leading European nation were so abandoned to the spirit of delusion, as 
openly to proclaim their disbelief of Divine Revelation, and their persuasion 
that ‘ Death is an eternal sleep.” Loud were the boastings of the Anti-Chris- 
tian confederacy ; and they threatened, im all the madness of an anticipated 


triumph, that they would soon ‘ crush the wretch,’ (for thus they profanely . 


denominated our common Saviour,) and drive those ‘ old enthusiasts,’ the 
Prophets and Apostles, out of the world. But He who sitteth in the heavens 
laughed them to scorn. The Gop of the Bible had its enemies in derision. 
About the very height and crisis of this impiety the British and Foreign Bible 
Society was formed. A new and mighty impulse has been given by it to the 
exertions of Christians. That unity of the spirit, which doubtless before ex- 
isted in the hearts of good men, has found at Jast a bond of peace, by which it 
is rendered visible and efficient. We have adopted towards each other the 
generous maxim of a celebrated statesman, who wished that his political en- 
mities might be lost in reconciliation, and that his political friendships might 
always remain inviolate. Our noble motto, like his, is, nimicitie placabiies : 
Amicitia sempiterne. Infidelity, by these united efforts, has been compelled 
to retire disgraced and baffled from the field. And that Book, which was to 
have been banished from the earth,-is daily receiving new honours, and ob- 
taining increasing attention and infuence. Who, my Lord, can help exclaim: 
ing, ‘Che hand of God is in this triumph ? 

‘¢ Apologizing for the length and triteness of my remarks, and grateful foi 
the patience with which they have been heard, I have the honour, in conclu- 
sion, to second the motion now before your Lordship and the Meeting.” 

The Bisnor or Norwricw introduced the Resolution of Thanks, which he 
moved, to the Presbyteries of Scotland, in the following manner : 

‘‘ The interesting Report read this day by our noble and excellent Presi- 
dent, proves most clearly, not only the extent, but the beneficial effects of this 
Institution. I should abuse your patience, if 1 were to dwell on this subject; 
nor is it necessary ; for very few would presume to call in question the truth of 
the assertion. 1 would therefore only observe, that there is not a people on 
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earth who have supported with more assiduity and unbounded liberality this 
Soeiety, than the people of Scotland; a people not so remarkable for their 
wealth, as their industry, their genuine evangelical piety, their high independ- 
ent spirit, and their love of religious and civil liberty—a kingdom, the moral 
condition of which proves, beyond all controversy, that a general education of 
the children of the poor, and the distribution of the Sacred Scriptures, are the 
surest means, under Providence, of promoting not only the happiness of the 
poor themselves, but the welfare of every government to which they belong, 
by encouraging those habits of industry, morality, and religion, which the bi- 
ble inculcates, in a way which most effectually informs the understanding, and 
influences the heart.” 


The impression made by this Anniversary, which equalled, if it did not sur- 
pass, in point of interest, any of the preceding ones, may be considered as well 
expressed in the following passage from the conclusion of the Report : 

** It is indeed impossible to contemplate the effects produced by the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, so conspicuously displayed in the attention which 
it has excited to the supreme importance of the Holy Scriptures, in the un- 
paralleled efforts for the diffusion of them, and in the extension and enlarge- 
ment of charitable feeling; without emotions of the purest delight, the warmest 
gratitude, and the most cheering anticipation. ° 

‘*In humble dependence on the favour of Almighty God, deriving efficiency 
from the public bounty, and with no other recommendation than the simplici- 
ty of its principle, and the benevolence of its design, tbe British and Foreign 
Bible Society has gone forth from strength to strength, triumphantly opposing 
the attempts of infidelity to discountenance the truths of Divine Revelation, 
imparting its spirit to Christians all over the world, animating their zeal, and 
aiding their exertions, accompanied by their prayers, and rewarded by their 
benedictions. ‘The Members of the Institution have the amplest grounds for 
rejoicing in the glorious privilege which they exercise of dispensing the bounty 
of the Most High. ‘The charity to which they have devoted themselves, in 
humble imitation of that divine love which, in its dispensation of mercy, offer- 
ed the Gospel of salvation to all mankind, embraces the whole human race, 
without distinction of colour or country, of friend or foe ; connecting the scat- 
tered members of the Christian community by the sacred ties of a religion 
which considers all men as brethren, the children of one common father ; and 
exhibiting, by this union, a practical exemplification of the Apostolic precept, 
* to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.’ 

‘“‘It is a charity no less ennobled by its object, than sanctified in its means, 
which enriches those who bestow, as well as those who receive; and the 
Christian, who knows the word of God to be the savour of life unto life, and 
the power of God unto salvation, puts forth his band to the work with heart- 
felt delight, thankful that God has blessed him with the ability, as well as in- 
clination, to render others partakers of the heavenly banquet on which he has 
feasted, and to enable them to gather with }im the frujt of immortality from 


the tree of life. 

‘¢ Looking to what has been accomplishe and to the progressive march of 
the Institution, he sees, with joy unspeakable, that it has been the means of 
conveying the treasures of divine truth and-knowledge to thousands professing 
Christianity, who might never haye known the Bible but by name, if the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society had not existed. He contemplates the hea- 
venly light which was graciously revealed to guide our feet into the way of 
peace, dawning over nations which have long sat in darkness and in the sha- 


_ dow of death; and while he surveys with rapture and astonishment the nu- 


merous Bible Societies spread over the face of the earth, identified in object, 
and united by affection, exhilarating and adorning the western as well as the 
eastern hemisphere, he is encouraged to hope, that by the continuance of the 
favour of God on the means now in operation for disseminating his Holy Word, 
the predicted period may be accelerated, when ‘all the ends of the earth shall 
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remember, and turn unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations shall 
worship before him*.”? ‘ 


D4+o— 
Extracts from the Report ie the 22d General Meeting of 
the (London) Missionary Society 
(Continued from page 395.) 


TINEVELLEY COUNTRY. 

Our information from Mr. Ringietaube has lately been very 
scanty. We have, however, learned, with concern, that the 
state of his health has been so unpromising, that he enter- 
tained serious thoughts of relinquishing his mission, and re- 
signing it to other hands. The Directors, unwilling to’ aban- 
don a station which they think may be occupied to great ad- 
vantage, as there are six congregations which Mr. Ringle- 
taube and his Catechists have been accustomed to visit, as 
well as several schools, determined to send out two brethren 
to this district : accordingly Mr. Mead and Mr. Render, both 
from Gosport, have embarked for this purpose, in the ship 
just mentioned. It is pleasant to reflect on the agreeable 
circumstances under which six of our brethren have gone 
forth, enjoying not only the company of each other, but of 
several others who have the same glorious object in view, 
and under the protection of a Captain, who feels a delight in 
conveying so many servants of Christ to their destined ports. 
The Moira will, doubtless, be followed throughout her voyage 
by the sincere prayers of the whole Society. 

| MAURITIUS. 
Recent advices from Mr. Le Brun are more encouraging 
han the former. He says, “ Our little congregation in- 
creases, notwithstanding all opposition; and one proof of 
their sincerity is, that they bear with patience the insults of 
the multitude, who point at them as monsters, because ‘they 
have changed their religion.’”? He hopes soon to form them 
into a regular society; but proceeds with prudent caution. 
His Sunday School prospers, and more than fifty of the chil- 
dren make rapid progress in the Catechism. 
: SURAT. ° 

The mission ef Surat, which has been for many years in 
the contemplation of this Society, but which has been hither- 
to retarded by a variety of impediments, is at length, by the 
goodness of God, commenced. Mr. Skinner and Mr. Fyvie, 
Students at Gosport, arrived at Bombay on the 9th of August 
last, after an agreeable passage of less than four months. 
They were received in the most friendly manner by the Go- 

© Psalm xxii. 27. 
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vernor, Sir Evan Nepean. Mr. Skinner proceeded in a few 
weeks to Surat, where he arrived September 16, after a pas- 
sage of four days, and took up his abode*with Mr. Aratoon, 
the Baptist Missionary, who rejoiced to receive a fellow-la- 
bourer in the same arduous work. He apprehends that no 
obstacle will be thrown in the way of their Missionary efforts. 
Mr. Fyvie was expected to follow Mr. Skinner as-soon as 
domestic circumstances would permit. We doubt not that 
both these brethren will apply themselves with great dili- 
gence to the acquisition of the Guzzerat or the Hindoostanee 
language, both which are spoken at Surat, the former by the 
Hindoos, the latter by the Mahometans. 

Our brethren speak in very respectful terms of the Ameri 
can Missionaries at Bombay, Messrs. Hall and Newal ; and 
regret the return of Mr. Nott to America on account of his 
health. 

LASCARS. 

The Committee, who have paid a Christian attention to the 
Lascars and Chinese sailors in London, mentioned in our last 
Report their satisfaction with the character of Golam Alli, 
formerly a Mahometan, who had just been baptized on the 
profession of his faith; we are sorry to report that he soon 
after died; but it is consolatory to add, that he departed, re- 
lying on Jesus Christ alone for salvation. The Committee 
also entertain a good hope concerning Abdallah, who was 
useful in teaching the Arabic and other languages, and in 
reading the scriptures to his countrymen. Before his return 
to the East, he professed his belief that Jesus is the Son of 
God, and the Saviour of the world. Mr. Townley received 
some lessons from him in the Bengallee language ; and the 
Rev. Mr. Atley, who has been assiduously attentive to the 
Lascars, derived from Abdallah the first rudiments of the 
Hindoostanee, in which he has since made so much improve- 
ment as to have been able to assist Mr. Keith in learning it ; 
and we hope will hereafter be very serviceable to others of 
the Missionary Students intended for the East. Mr. Fyvie, 
now at Surat, observes, that as the Hindoostanee is spoken 
by all the people in business on the Malabar coast, it would 
be beneficial to Missionaries going thither, to pay attention 
to the rudiments of that language in England. 

A Portuguese Lascar, named Reed, declared before his 
death that his first religious impressions were received in the 
Society’s house at Stepney. During the past year conside- 
rable interest has been excited among the Chinese in Lon- 
don, who gladly received and read Mr. Morrison’s tract and 
catechism : had several opportunities of reading his translation 
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of the New Testament, and expressed: great pleasure in pe- 
rusing the fourteenth chapter of St. John’s. Gospel. The 
Committee were favoured with a number of Portuguese Tes- 
taments by the Bible Society, with valuable Oriental books 
by the East London Auxiliary Bible Society, and a quantit 
of Tracts by this Society, which they distributed with mt 4 
vantage. 

The Lascar Committee, who for the sake of economy, have 
relinquished the house at Stepney, have no intention of aban- 
doning their primary object, of tendering moral and religious 
instruction to these poor strangers. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

The Directors will next proceed briefly to report the sub- 
stance of that ample and delightful information which they 
have received from the numerous stations occupied by our 
Missionaries in South Africa. But they cannot enter upon 
this, without expressing their gratitude to the God of all 
grace, for the wonderful pouring out of his Spirit in that coun- 
try, and making many who were deemed “ the offscouring of 
all things,’ and scarcely ranked among human beings, “ fel- 
low citizens with the saints, and of the household of God.” 

STATIONS WITHIN THE COLONY OF THE 
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

It may be proper, in the first place, to mention Care 
Town, though not strictly a missionary station, as it is the 
port at which all our African Missionaries disembark, 
and where they generally remain for a time, in order to pro- 
cure the articles necessary for their accommodation in the in- 
terior. 

Mr. Thom, who left England with Mr. Campbell in 1812, 
with the intention of proceeding to India, was induced, by a 
variety of occurrences, to continue for a season, at the Cape, 
where. finding his labours among the British soldiery and 
others very acceptable and useful, he has ever since conti- 


nued. He has been highly serviceable to our Missionaries . 


for the East, who have touched there, as well as to the African 
Missionaries ; and having acquired the Dutch language, he 
has been useful in various parts of the colony which he had 
occasionally visited, and to the slaves and others in Cape 
Town. But as a permanent residence at the Cape was not 
the original intention of bis mission, and as he has signified 
his readiness to proceed to any part of the East, the Direc- 
tors have written to him, expressing their wish that he should 
remove to Ceylon. where there is ample scope for the most 
active exercise of his useful talents, 
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RODEZAND, IN TULBAGH, 
(FORTY MILES NORTH OF THE CAPE.) 

Mr. Ariel Vos preaches regularly to the Hottentots and 
slaves. Mr. De Lang, Secretary of the Society there, says, 
‘“* We cannot help expressing 6ur joy on account of the great 
increase of the heathen who attend the preaching of the Gos- 
pel in this place. This circumstance redoubles the efforts of 
our brother Vos, whose labour, through the grace of God, is 
not in vain; as the fruits thereof are already reaped, by which 
we are encouraged to proceed joyfully in the work of the 
Lord.” .. és 

It is the wish of the people to be formed into a church, and 
that Mr. Vos should be ordained their pastor. 

— wIo— 
OPINIONS OF JEWS RESPECTING BIBLE ASSOCIATIONS. 


Extracted from the Second Annual Report of the Commit- 
tee of theAldgate Bible Association. 


As the field of exertion abounds with that ancient and once 
highly favoured people of God, the Jews, considerable atten- 
tion has been devoted to them by your Committee. Endeay- 
ours have beer made to prevail upon the Jews.to read the 
Holy Scriptures in the English language ; and, notwithstand- 
ing the prejudices and difficulties which have been been en- 
countered, every lover of the truth must be greatly delighted | 
to hear, that many of the Jews have manifested anxious de- 
sires to obtain the English Bible; and others have, with the 
utmost readiness, become free subscribers to this institution. 

To the Jews alone twenty-seven Bibles have been sold, 
and forty-seven of them are now subscribing to this associa- 
tion. Several who were free subscribers in the first instance, 
have since expressed an anxious wish to be supplied with 
Bibles; and your Committee have gladly embraced the op- 
portunity of complying with their requests, 

A poor Jewess, who had been for some time a free sub- 
scriber, lately lost her husBand; and the collectors, suppos- 
ing she could not afford to continue her subscription, did not 
callas usual. But the next time they collected in that neigh- 
bourhood, she reproved them, by saying, ‘* You need not be 
afraid of calling ; for, though J] am a poor widow, I can spare 
a penny a week for the Bible Society ;” which she continues 
regularly to pay. A respectable teacher of the Hebrew lan- 
guage, who was visited, made many judicious remarks. He 
was perfectly aware of the object of the institution, and high- 
ly approved of the free circulation of the Scriptures among the 
Jews: because, as he candidly observed, they would then 
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possess the means of comparing and judging for themselves. 
After nearan hour’s interesting conversation, he presented 
the visitors, unsolicited, with a donation of three shillings, 
adding, that having a large family to support, he was unable 
to contribute more towards such an excellent institution. 
> +o 

A respectable Member of the Society of Friends, has obligingly favored us 
with the following extract of a letter lately received from the celebrated Lind--: 
ley Murray, an American now residing in England. 


“* My native land is advancing in Arts and Sciences, and 
in the prosecution.of a multitude of useful oecupations. May 
the light and knowledge which are breaking in upon you, not 
only conduce to your temporal convenience and enjoyment, 
the comfort and pleasure of a short life upon earth ; but prove 
the instruments of preparing you for the felicities of an end- 
less life! Your Institutions for disseminating the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; for civtlising, and I hope, evangelizing the native In- 
dians ; and for promoting universal peate, are noble under- 
takings, full of promise, and of such immense magnitude in 
‘their effects, that if they who are engaged in them, could pos- 
sibly foresee these consequences, they would probably be 
doubly animated in their hopes and exertions, There is no 
reason to fear, that a well-tempered zeal will urge too ardent- 


ly, in pursuits of a nature so highly conducive to the best in- 
terests of man.” 


D+o— 


ONONDAGA INDIANS. 
' From the Cortland Repositogy, Homer (N. Y.) Sept. 6, 1816. 

The PrREspyTERY of OnonDAGA met in this village on Tuesday of this 
week. Much important business respecting the interests of Zion in this sec- 
tion of our country came under their consideration. From their free conver- 
sation on the state of religion, it appears, that there is reason for gratitude to 
GOD for his spiritual blessings upon our churches and congregations. Most 
of them are increasing in numbers, and some of them are visited with the spe- 
cial influences of the spirit of GOD. 

A committee, previously appointed to visit and enquire into the state of the 
Onondaga Tribe of Indians, reported, that they consider it as a subject of 
lamentation, that this ancient ‘tribe of nafives should exist pagan idolaters, 
in the midst of a people of knowledge and religion, and nothing done to recov- 
er them from this wretched state. Is it because there is no love to JESUS— 
no love to immortal'souls among us ? 

Some circumstances appear favourable, at the present time, for an attempt to 
enlighten them. They have considerably reformed in their moral habits. The 
use of ardent spirits is generally discontinued. 

They generally acknowledge the B1rBLE to be a revelation from GOD, 
though they consider it given for the use of white people. There are many 
{families among them who would wish to have literary instruction afforded 
their children ; and desirous ef some assistance in the mechanical arts. A 
mechanic of piety and abilities, having a respectable family, together with a 
female school-teacher, may be established there, with a prospect of usefulness. 
Considerable property will be requisite to erect buildings, and for other pur- 
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poses ; yet, we conclude that a liberal public will freely contribute to promote 
an object so worthy of their patronage, The committee earnestly beseech the 
prep Presbytery not to let the present opportunity pass, without making 
an effort. 

The Presbytery, feeling the importance of the subject, appointed a commit- 
tee to carry this report into effect. The following persons were appointed : 
Rev. Messrs. Willcox, and Leavenworth, and Deacon Joseph Forman, Joseph 
Swan and William H. Sabin, Esqrs—to either of whom, any persons wishing 
to contribute to this object, may forward their donations. 


— 90+ o— 


JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 


THE auspicious era has arrived, when out of the mouth of even Babes the 
Lord will perfect praise, and when little children shall be instrumental in ex- 
tending the knowledge of the Lord. What an admonition this to many old 
Professors who stand all the day idle in the vineyard of the Lord. It is high 
time to awake out of sleep, “the night is far spent, the day is at hand: what- 
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, for there is no work, nor 
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave whither thou goest.” 

A number of children belonging to the South Church, assembled on Wednes- 
day the 20th inst., in order to form a Female Juvenile Tract Society, the 
meeting was opened by prayer, and a very appropriate address delivered by 
cs Pastor, after which the following Constitution was adopted and officers 
elected. 


CONSTITUTION. 

ArtictE I. This Society shall be called The first Female Juvenile Tract 
Society of New-York. The sole object of this Society is to distribute, (gra- 
tuitously,) Tracts among the poor of this city, and assist Sabbath Schools. 

Arr. If Any person subscribing to this Society four cents monthly, shall 
be considered a member. 

ArT. Ill. The officers of this Society shall consist of a Directress, Secre- 
tary, Treasurer, and twelve Managers, who shall be chosen at the annual 
meetings of the Society. 

Art. 1V. It shall be the duty of the Directress to preside at all meetings 
of the Society, preserve order, have the casting vote, and at the request of two 
of the Managers to call special meetings. 

ART. V. Itshall be the duty of the Secretary to give notice to the Mana- 
gers of all special meetings at least one day previous to the time appointed, to 
distribute the Tracts, to record all the meetings of the Society in a fair and 
legible hand, and to read, at every meeting, the minutes of the preceding one. 

ArT. VI. Itshall be the duty of the Treasurer to keep an account of all 
the receipts and expenditures of the Society. 

ArT. VII. It shall be the duty of the Managers to collect subscriptions, to 
call on the Secretary for their Tracts, and to supply their subscribers with 
them. 

Art. VIII. It is requested of the subscribers, if they should not wish all 
their Tracts, to leave them with the Managers, and the Managers to return 
them to the Secretary. 

Art. IX. The stated meetings of the Society shall be held on the first 
Wednesday of every month, at half past 4 o’clock, P. M. The Managers 
shall meet half an hour earlier, to transact business. Six Managers shall form 
a quorum. 

ArT. X. When the business of the Society is closed, the remaining time 
shall be spent by the members in reading their Tracts, and relating any good 
effects which may have resulted from their distribution. 

Art. XI. In case of any vacancy, or disqualification of any of the Mana- 
gers, it shall be their duty to choose one from the members at their next month- 
ly meeting, to supply the vacancy. 

Art. XIl. This Constitution cannot be altered in any respect, unless witt 
the consent of two thirds of the members present. 
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BY-LAWS. 

I. This Society shall be opened with prayer, and closed by reading a por- 
tion of Scripture, or singing. 

II. It shall be the duty of the Managers to collect as many subscriptions as 
possible, and keep a list of their subscribers, and see that they pay punctually. 

lil. Any Manager absenting herself from a stated meeting, shall pay a fine 
ef twelve and a half cents, unless a reasonable excuse can be given; but on 
refusing to attend four successive stated meetings, shall no longer be consider- 
ed a Manager. 

IV. All unnecessary talking, as well as light, trifling behaviour, shall be 
avoided during the hours of meeting. 

V. Each member shall be entitled to receive one half the amount of her 
Subscription in Tracts. 

At a meeting of young persons, held on Wednesday, the 20th of August, 
1816, the foregoing constitution and by-laws were read and unanimously 
adopted, and the following persons elected as officers : 

The Rev. Mr. Marruews, Treasurer; Miss MARGARET Boyp, Direct- 
yess; Miss Caantorre Heyer, Secretary; Miss Kmity Kegse, Miss Ju- 
LA Nitcuiz, Miss Awn M. Hutton, Miss Poesr C. Hever, Miss Ca- 
THARINE SuxypAm, Miss Louisa Fisu, Miss Many Ann Jonnson, Mana- 
gers. 

‘The remaining number of Managers to be elected at the next monthly 
meeting of the Society. 

May we not hope that this example will be imitated by all the dear chil- 
dren in our city. Every little girl and boy will then bea Missionary. And, 
children, consider how much good you may do! You often hear wicked chil- 
dren use bad words and tell falsehoods, and thus, by their evil example, scatter 
fire-brands, arrows, and death, like the madman described by Solomon. Do 
‘you endeayour to counteract that evil, by spreading abroad the word of life ? 
Parents, may we not hope that you will encourage your children thus to cast 
their little crumbs on the waters, for who knows but they may be found after 
many days to have fed the hungry soul of some poor prodigal, or even have 
returned to them with a blessing? “ Train up a child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old he will not depart from it,” 

*,* A Juvenile Bible Society has also been recently organized in the same 
Congregation. 

oo 

At a meeting of the Charitable Society for the Education of Pious Young 
Men for the Ministry of the Gospel, held at New-Haven the 12th instant, the 
Rev. Dr, Lyman preached a highly impressive and appropriate Sermon, from 
Psalm 46. 4. There isariver, ihe streams whereof shall make glad the city of 
God, We are indebted to an obliging friend, who was providentially present, 


for the following animating passages from that eloquent discourse. 


“* The British and Foreign Bible Society, the noble proto- 
type of the American Bible Society, hath - Hs wonders since 
its establishment, and exhibited a peerless example of wisdom, 
benevolence, and practical utility. The last mentioned es- 
tablishment, formed within the compass of the present year, 
bids fair ty rivalthe Parent Institution. Into its channel hath 
already burst an almost unparalleled stream of munificence. 
In due time it may become a stream which shall overflow its 
banks, demolishing the mounds of deistical obstruction, and 
conveying throughout the dreary regions of ignorance, guilt, 
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and wretchedness, the raptures of faith, and the joys of sal- 
vation. ‘Let us pray that these. sister institutions may form 
one potent current, which shall be resistless in its progress, 
and which an evangelized world shall ere long recognize as a 
branch of that river by which the city of God is made glad.” 

With the view of exciting the charity of the wealthy, the 
Preacher, in the close of his discourse, exclaims—*“ Come, ye 
rich, whom the Lord hath prospered in your temporal con- 
cerns, make friends in heaven and on earth of a mammon of 
unrighteousness. Cast in—castin of your abundance to the 
treasury of the Lord, and thus rob corruption of its food, the 
moth of its repast, and the canker of its corroding employ. 
Catch the mantle, and glow with the spirit of the earth-re- 
signing and heaven-mounting Boudinot, that you may swell 
the river which fills Jerusalem with joy.” 

-—or+1o— 
NEW BIBLE SOCIETIES. 
African Bible Society at Newark, (N. J.) 

While Ethiopia is widely stretching out her hands toreceive 
the Missionaries of the Cross, and the poor and hitherto des- 
pised Hottentots are not ry flocking in multitudes to the 
standards of the Redeemer, but also contributing largely to 
the support of missions, it is truly gratifying to hear, that the 
Christian sons of Africa in this country are beginning to feel 
something of that noble and generous ardour which warms 
the hearts. of their countrymen across the water, who have 
been made partakers of the like precious faith with themselves. 

It is.one of the extraordinary signs of the times, that God 
is making instrumental to the dissemination of his word, not 
enly all Micicdwaticbe of Christians, but even in some instan- 
ces Mahomedans and Heathen. It is also a subject of praise 
to an all wise Providence, that the various descriptions of the 
human family, old and young, rich and poor, persons of both 
sexes, white and coloured, are becoming engaged in the bles- 
sed employment of spreading the light of Divine Truth among 
the benighted children of men. 

We have in a former Number mentioned the establishment 
ef the African Bible Society at Philadelphia, We rejoice 
now to have it in our power to announce the formation of a 
similar institution at Newark, New-Jersey, on the 6th of Au 
gust last. We cordially bid them God speed ; and would 
say to the people of colour in every part of this country, 
‘ go and do likewise.? Who knows but the disposition thus 
given to you to honour your Creator and Redeemer, may be 
the prelude of general blessings to be drawn down upon 
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yourselves and your fellow-men of the same colour in other 
places, many of whom now live in a condition highly unfa- 
vourable to the culture of religion and morals ! 

We are indebted to an obliging friend for a communication 
of the following Constitution of the last mentioned Society. 


It may serve for a model to others in this large city and 
elsewhere to act upon. 


We only suggest the propriety, (agreeably to the example 
of Christians in the old world of every denomination, and 
with very few exceptions of those in this country) of adding 
-to the second article, *‘ that the Bibles to be distributed by the 
Society shall be without note or comment :” recollecting that 
it is the pure, unadulterated word of God, and not the word 
of man, that all Christians can cordially concur in recom- 
mending to the general use of men of every sect and descrip- 
tion. 

Should they likewise think it adviseable to become auxil- 
iary to the American Bible Society, by giving their surplus 
funds to that national institution, whose object embraces the 
supply,of the wants of every class of men, in all places where 
their aid is most needed, their charity will be most likely to 
be dispensed to the greatest advantage. And that Society 
will doubtless cordially hail them as Christian brethren and 
co-workers in the same exalted employment, whose end is to 
glorify the same Lord over all, without respect of persons, and 
to promote the well being of the whole human family. 


CONSTITUTION. 


I. The name of this Society shall be ** The Bible Society of coloured People 
in Newark and its vicinity.” 

II. The object of this Society is to supply the poor and destitute with Bibles 
either at home or abroad. 

III. Every member, on admission, shall pay the sum of two shillings, and 
the further sum of two shillings half yearly. 

IV. The officers of this Society shall consist of a President, a Secretary, and 
a Treasurer, and ten Directors, whose duty it shall be to purchase and distri- 
bute Bibles whenever they are needed, and generally to transact the business 
of the Society. 

V. The annual meeting of the Society shall be on the last Thursday in Au- 
gust, at which time the Board of Directors shall report to the Society their 
proceedings during the past year. 

VI. The officers shall be chosen at the annual meeting, and no alteration 
shall be made in this constitution, except at the annua) meeting, and by a ma- 
joMty of three fourths of the members present. 

Upwards of 70 members have already subscribed this constitution. 

The officers for the ensuing year are, Rev. Richard Scott, President ; Jo- 
seph Richardson, Secretary ; Isaac Ray, Treasurer.* 


Do 
‘< The Union Auxiliary Bible Society in the counties of Luzerne, Susque- 
hannah, and Bradford,’ (Penn.) recently formed. 


‘‘ The Concord Bible Society,” instituted in May last in the western part of 
the state of North Carolina. 


All coloured people of unfeigaed piety, and exemplary walk and conversation. 
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“The Salem Juvenile Bible Society,” (Massachusetts) instituted December, 
1815, under the superintendence of Miss Trumbull. 


‘“* The Children’s Reading and Bible Society” at the same place, recently 
formed under the superintendence of Mrs. Andrews. - 


“¢ The Cortland Auxiliary Bible Society,” in the state of New-York, institu- 
ted 27th of Augustlast. It is auxiliary to the American Buble Society.—The 
subscription of one dollar a year constitutes membership, and the payment of 
15 dollars a member for life. Officers elected for the present year.— 


Rey. Elnathan Walker, President ; Elder Alfred Bennet, Vice-President ; 
William Scars, Corresponding Secretary ; Jesse Pearl, Recording Secretary ; 
John Keep, Esq. Treasurer. 


The Beaufort Bible Society, (South-Carolina) has likewise become auzilia- 
ry to the National Institution. 


A meeting was held at Boston in the Exchange Coffee-House, on the 3d in- 
stant, for the purpose of ascertaining the opinions of gentlemen in that vicini- 
ty, respecting the degree of patronage which the American Bible Society 
might probably obtain in that quarter, and for the purpose of consulting on the 
most suitable measures to be taken to tall the attention of the public to that 
object. Several gentlemen expressed their sentiments on the subject, which 
were all in favour of encouraging and supporting the National Society. The 
only difference of opinion which appeared on the occasion, was whether this 
business ought to be conducted through the medium of the local societies now 
existing, or by the public at large. It was finally determined unanimously, to 
appoint a committee to consider the best means of promoting the object in con- 
templation, and report at a meeting of the citizens to be convened the 23d inst. 


The Hartford Auxiliary Bible Society, (Con.) formed 21st Aug. 1816. The 
officers to be between the ages of 20 and 35. Any person paying annually one 
dollar is a member, or paying ten dollars at one time, is a member for life. 
Officers elected 21st ult.—Rev. Thos. H. Gallaudet, President; Wm. W. 
Ellsworth, Esq. Vice-President ; Barzilai Hudson, jr. Treasurer ; George 
Spencer, Secretary. 

Sept. 9, 1816.—An Association was formed in the Church, at Bergen, New- 
Jersey, to be called, ‘‘The Bergen Township Auxiliary Bible Society.”— 
The meeting was opened with prayer and an appropriate address delivered by 
the Rev. John Cornelison ; after which Judge H. Van Dolsom was called to the 
Chair, and Cornelius Van Winkle, Esq. was appointed Clerk. Then the form 
of a Constitution was reported, discussed and adopted, and the following per- 
sons were appointed to be officers of this society for the ensuing year, viz. Rey. 
John Cornelison, President ; Henry Van Dolsom, Esq. Vice-President ; Mr. 
Peter Sip, Treasurer ; Cornelius Van Winkle, Esa. Secretary. 

Directors. —Casparus Prior, Cornelius Garrabrants, George Demott, Hart- 
man Van Wagenen, Peter Sickles, Christopher Van Ryper, Richard Codmus, 
Henry Traphagen, Daniel Van Winkle, Jr. Michael Terhune, James Gardi- 
ner, Cornelius Doremus.——The subscription paper being handed round, was 
with great cheerfulnes subscribed, and the money paid in advance. The meet- 
ing was concluded with prayer. This institution is Auxiliary to the American 
Bible Society. 

The number of Auxiliaries to the American Bible Society, now known, is 
— Thirty-seven. 


ee ed 


We have been informed of the establishment of an Auxiliary Missionary 
Society at Hariaem, near this city, whose object is to aid the Jumor New- 
York Missionary Society with the means of supplying with Gospel Ministra- 
tions the destitute places on our Frontiers. We rejoice to find that this sub- 
ject is beginning to awaken the sympathies and enkindle the zeal of Chris- 
tians, in relation to that hitherto much neglected portion of our fellow-men. 

A Sunday School bas also been recently instituted at the same place. 
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The present Number completes the first volwmne of the Christian Herald. 
In conducting this undertaking, we have endeavoured to fulfil the designs ex- 
pressed in our Prospectus. To promote the main object of theypublication, 
we have exhibited, as far as practicable within the compass of the work, some 
of the events, by which, in our day, the Lord has been pleased to mianifest 
his gracious purposes towards our fallen race, and have given an account of 
some of the leading plans and operations by which Christians have la- 
boured to advance the cause of truth and righteousness. If the hearts of our 
readers have been filled with gladness a:e/ rejoicing in the Lord, at the recital 
ef the wondrous works of his hands towards the children of men, and if belie- 
vers have thereby had their faith confirmed, and their love and zeal increased ; 
er, if the news of what others, even Mahomedans and Pagans, have been 
made instrumental in doing to further the cause of the true Religion, has 
prompted any to go and do likewise, the publication will, we trust, have an- 
swered an end ih some good degree worthy of the support of Christians. We 
are aware that a difference of opinion exists among some of our readers, re- 
specting the portion of the paper which each kind of intelligence ought to oc- 
cupy ; which difference arises from the different views which they may respec- 
tively entertain concerning the relative importance of the subjects of informa- 
tion in themselves considered, or from the partiality which may be felt for a 
particular object, in the promotion of which they may be more immediately 
engaged. It would afford us pleasure to be enabled to gratify the taste and 
wishes of every individual subscriber, if it could be done in conformity with 
what we consider the chief design of the work ; but that is not to be expect- 
ed. It has however been, and shall continue to be our study, by diversifying 
the topics exhibited in the publication, to endeavour to give general satis- 
faction. 

We think it proper further to observe under this head, that on some occa- 
sions it isnecessary to devote a greater portion of our pages to certain sub- 
jects, than they might under ordinary circumstances seem to be entitled to. 
For instance, the expediency of forming a National Bible Society occupied, at 
the commencement, an unusual share of the publication ; because we deemed 
it of the first importance to profit by the leadings of Divine Providence at that 
auspicious period, to contribute all in our power to disseminate information 
on a question which appeared to us to have a matevial bearing on the reli- 
gious character, and the best interests of our beloved country. We feel no 
cause to regret that so great a part of these pages has been devoted to the pro- 
motion of that noble Institution, which does honour to our land, and which 
has so far been attended, in an eminent degree, with the smiles of a Gracious 
Providence. 

Similar remarks might be made with respect to the portion of our paper 
which has been oceupied by the subject of Sunday Schools, and some other 
topics. If we have at any time been mistaken in our views, we claim that 
candid indulgence of the patrons of the publication which all frail and erring 
mortals feel themselves entitled to when conscious of good intentions, and we 
shall esteem it a favour to have our mistakes corrected by the wise and good of 
our fellow-men. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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ERRATA. 
Page 45, line 24, read the history of the origin and progress. 
119, lise 31, for immorality read immortality. 
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